COUNTY OF XXXXXXXX I'N THE COURT OF COWON PLEAS

XXXKXXXX,

Plaintiff(s) 33- XX- X7- 0389

-VS-

Def endant ( s)

Deposition of XXXX XXXXX, a w tness called by
Counsel on behal f of the Defendant, pursuant to the
appl i cabl e provisions of the XXXXXXX Rul es of Cvil
Procedure, taken before XXXX XXXX, a Professional Court
Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of
XXXXXX, on Tuesday, Septenber 15, 2009, at the Law
O fices of XXXX XXX, 401 Western Drive, XXX, XXXXXXX,

commencing at the hour of 3:00 p.m
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APPEARANCES
XXXX XXXXX,  Esq.
401 Western Drive
XXX, XXXX,  XXXXX
REPRESENTI NG THE PLAI NTI FF

XXXX XXXXXXX, Esq.
302 XXX XXXX

XXXX,  XXXXXXX,  XXXXX
REPRESENTI NG THE DEFENDANT
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PROCEEDI NGS
Wher eupon,
XXXX XXXXX,
having been first duly sworn, on oath,
was exanined and testified as follows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR XXXXX:
Q Good norning, M. XXXXX
A Good nor ni ng.
Q You're here today for a deposition in the case of

XXXX versus XXXXXXX; do you understand that?
A Yes, sir.
And you are here as XXXXXXX Conpany's and XXXXX' s
expert.
A Ckay. | didn't know | was on -- | was here on
behal f of XXXX, but that's fine.
MB. XXXXX: | think he's a defense expert.
MR XXXXX: That's fine. He's speaking for
bot h def endants?
MB. XXXXX: He's not speaking for either
defendant. He's just giving his truthful opinions
about what he observed during a site inspection.

MR XXXXX: He is being offered as an
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1 expert on behal f of both defendants. 1 A I"ve conpleted two years of study in the field of
2 MB. XXXXX: He's been designated on behal f 2 appl i ed science, specifically nursing, where |
3 of both defendants. 3 received an associate degree in applied science. |
4 MR XXXXX:  (Resunmi ng) 4 studied for two other years doi ng undergraduate
5 Q M. XXXXX, what is your full nane? 5 studies in forestry. That degree was not
6 A XXXXX XXXXX. 6 conpleted. | received an associate degree in fire
7 Q Looki ng at your expert designation, you've been 7 science, graduating with high honors, and |
8 deposed nany tinmes before; fair to say? 8 graduated Summa Cum Laude with a bachel or of
9 Correct. 9 science in fire and safety engineering technol ogy.
10 Q So | won't go through the usual ranbles. | think 10 When did you receive the degree?
11 you under stand how depositions work. | just want 11 Sept enber 1994.
12 to enphasize that if at any tinme you feel you don't 12 At sone point, you left the field of nursing and
13 understand the question, rather than attenpting to 13 began working in the field of fire investigation
14 answer it, that you just indicate that you don't 14 and forensics; is that fair to say?
15 understand so that | will have an opportunity to 15 A No, that's not fair to say. | worked both as a
16 rephrase the question. 16 registered nurse and | also conducted fire
17 Okay. 17 investigations on behalf of two different fire
18 Q Based on that understanding, |'mgoing to assune 18 departments while | was enployed as a registered
19 that if you answer a question, it's because you 19 nurse.
20 bel i eve you understood the question; is that fair? 20 Q But, at sone point, did you |leave nursing and just
21 It's fair. 21 dedicate your time solely to fire forensics?
22 Q As | said, |'ve had a chance to review your expert 22 A | did.
23 designation, but | just want to go through, 23 Q Wien was that?
24 general |y, your education starting with post high 24 A 1983.
25 school . What formal education have you conpl eted? 25 Q Can you describe for me the work that you did with
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1 xxxx and xxxx in analytical |aboratories? 1 manuf acturers. | looked at their products while |
2 A Essentially, the same work that | do today, 2 wor ked at xxxxx Laboratories versus XXXXX XXXXX
3 anal ysis of fires and gas phase expl osions. 3 Forensic Anal ysis.
4 Q Wil e working for xxxx and xxxx, did you ever 4 Q During that period of time, do you remenber whether
5 investigate fires that were caused by the emni ssion 5 or not you investigated any fires that potentially
6 of conbustibles by heated exhaust funes? 6 invol ved a xxxx igniting?
7 I"'msure that | did. 7 A From hot surface or fromany ignition source?
8 On what bases are you sure that you did? 8 From hot surface or exhaust or -- or hot exhaust
9 A Because | | ooked at nany different types of 9 conponents.
10 nmachi nes while enployed at xxxx and xxxx and nany 10 MB. XXXXX: This is when he was at Barker?
11 of those machines were caused by a conbustible 11 MR XXXXX: Correct.
12 foreign material and contact with a hot exhaust 12 A | may have. | don't recall.
13 conponent . 13 Do you keep records of the various different fire
14 Q So that fire scenario is not unusual; is that fair 14 ignition scenarios that you investigate?
15 to say? 15 No, | don't.
16 It is not unusual. 16 Do you have a way of being able to approximte the
17 Q Wiile working at xxxx xxxx, did you ever perform an 17 percentage of fire investigations that you' ve
18 investigation of lawn tractors? 18 perforned involving lawn tractors that potentially
19 I"'msure that | did. 19 invol ve the enission of conbustibles by hot exhaust
20 Q Do you know who the nanufacturer or naenufacturers 20 conponent s?
21 were of the lawn tractors that you investigated 21 No, | don't.
22 during that period of your professional work? 22 Can you describe for ne what your responsibilities
23 A I know xxxx was one of the conpanies. There were 23 and job includes regarding your work with XXXX?
24 probably others. | don't have direct recall, 24 A I"'mthe only full-time enployee and ny
25 neaning that | can't differentiate which 25 responsibilities are running the conpany and.......




